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as it was taught in the holy books, but resorted to
ceremonies and rites. They thought that by
doing so they would earn religious merit. Nor
did they perform these ceremonies themselves;
on the contrary, they hired the services of priests
for this purpose* It was, therefore, no wonder
that religion came to be replaced by ceremonies..
But it was not only in the sphere of religion that
this change for the worse came to be noticed. In
the social field also similar tendencies were at
work. As time passed, the caste system became
more and more rigid and the Brahmins began to
enjoy more and more privileges. In this state
of affairs all the members of the community
began to suffer, but the people who suffered most
were the Sudras. They were despised by alL
At such a time Buddha was born. He had a
mind which enquired into the true nature of
everything, and he had a heart which was full of
sympathy for everyone. He was a learned man,,
but he knew that mere learning was not enough,
Nor did he have much faith in ceremonials and
rites. He believed that the penances which ascetics
practised in forests were meaningless. More
than this, he felt that the distinction between the
Brahmins and the Sudras was not natural. He
therefore gave people his own message. It was,,
however, no new message. He himself said that he
was preaching the ancient religion of the Aryans
in its purest form. He taught people the value of